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“Administration of an estate is exactly what is says it is.  
Administration. Most of the tasks relate to dealing with banks, the 
ATO, ASIC, CentreLink, setting up the Executor and of course 
probate.  Of those the only thing that is outside of the role of the 
accountant is obtaining probate as you must be a legal practitioner 
to do that. 

SAPEPAA is currently authoring competency standards for Family 
Advisory Board certification which has a detailed list of how to 
administer an estate smoothly.  This is a big revenue area for 
accountants and with $6 trillion to pass in estates over the next 30 
years and average 2% + of fees per estate administration – do the 
numbers!”
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The Estate Administration Scandal that 
will not go away
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Perfect planning, execution and action



lightyeardocs.com.au



lightyeardocs.com.au

A Grant of Representation is a legal document issued under the 
seal of the Court which enables the person(s) named as Executor(s) 
or Administrator(s) to deal with the assets of the deceased. It 
allows money of the deceased held in banks, managed funds etc, to 
be collected, property to be sold or transferred and debts to be 
paid. The Grant is proof to anyone wishing to sight it that the 
person named in the Grant is entitled to collect and distribute the 
estate of the deceased. There are four types of Grants of 
Representation issued by the Court.

Probate: Grants of Representation
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• In making a Will, it is necessary to appoint at least one executor 
and trustee.

• The executors role is to administer the estate in accordance with 
the terms of the will. Which includes:
• locating the will and arranging the funeral
• obtaining probate
• ascertaining the assets and liabilities
• discharging the liabilities 
• distributing the balance of the estate and preparation of a 

distribution report for the beneficiaries
• lodging tax returns and pay the applicable taxes

The Executor and their role
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